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recurred. His headaches and eye-aches were so severe and so lasting, that we were at our wits5 end to know what to do and where to find help. We tried at least to relieve Fritz of part of his teaching duties. He addressed the following request to the educational authorities: " My bad state of health compels me to ask for a temporary relief in my teaching work, that is, a release from oral lessons for the rest of the term. My violent and periodically recurring headaches and eye-aches have lately reached such a pitch, that some such relief has become an urgent necessity, and it is only through the favour I request that I can hope to bring my university lectures to completion. I have discussed the matter with Professor Burckhardt, and beg for favourable consideration of my request."
The authorities met my brother's wishes with their usual kindness, and released him for ever from his oral lessons. For the rest of the winter things accordingly went somewhat better, but for all that we took the firm resolve to consider henceforth the ultimate abandonment of his career at BSle. The work upon Human, All Too Human, made less demands on his eyesight than his university duties. Fortunately, Peter Gast was again in residence at B&le, and proved of the greatest assistance ; without him, the book would never have been finished. Fritz dictated, and let Gast copy and arrange. In Ecce Homo he says slyly that Gast was the real writer of Human) All Too Human, while he was only the author.
We lived quite a retired life that winter. We seldom saw the Overbecks, as they lived at the other end of the town, half-an-hour's journey distant. Overbeck had been married for more than a year before we made the acquaintance of his wife. I cannot disguise the fact that my brother at once conceived a certain dislike for her. He found her manner unattractive and her appearance unpleasing, since her complexion was uncommonly bad. Whenever he talked to her, he removed his spectacles.